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PHI5: Harmful organisms regulated and detected in Belgium 
Description: The percentage of regulated harmful organisms for which at least one sample is tested 
positive per year in Belgium in relation to the total number of regulated harmful organisms. 
Results: 

Year 

Number of different 
harmful organisms 

detected 

% in relation to the 
total number of 

regulated harmful 
organisms Limit 

2010 15 6.64 % Not applicable 
2009 15 6.64 % Not applicable 
2008 14 6.39 % Not applicable 
2007 12 5.45 % Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2009,  there was no change in 2010. Compared to 2008, 
there was an increase of 3.91 % in 2009. Compared to 2007, there was an increase of 17.25 % in 
2008. 
Interpretation: This indicator measures the extent to which plants and plant products are subject to 
the pressure of harmful quarantine organisms. An increase of this indicator is associated with a 
deterioration of the plant health situation in Belgium. 
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary production suppliers, primary plant 
production, plant and plant product trading (including imports/exports), plant propagation, green 
spaces and forests. 
Type of plant or plant product: All plants and plant products. 
Category: Development of self-checking and Control. 
Justification for the selection of this indicator: The presence on the Belgian territory of harmful 
quarantine organisms can be extremely detrimental, economically speaking, to plant and plant 
product production and to international trade. It is therefore essential to follow this parameter carefully 
and to eventually take the necessary control measures, with the objective of maintaining/improving 
the phytosanitary situation. 
Additional information: - 
Legal framework:  

1. Royal decree of 10/08/2005 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products. 
Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
    Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
    Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
    Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
    Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents  
    Relevancy with respect to the health situation of plant production  
    Clear interpretation 
    Sustainable 
    The body of indicators must be representative of the plant and plant product production chain 
Comments: Regulated harmful organisms detected during phytosanitary import controls are not 
included in this indicator. 
Harmful organisms that are exclusively regulated for protected EU zones are not covered by this 
indicator either (i.e. solely those covered in part B of the Royal Decree of 10/08/2005, and not those 
listed in the other parts or sections). 
The harmful organisms listed in the Royal Decree of 19/11/1987 for which no active control policy has 
been conducted are not covered either. 
Explanatory notes to the results:  In 2010, 15 different species of harmful organisms were detected 
at least on one occasion on the Belgian territory (new in comparison with 2009: Oligonychus perditus, 
Clavibacter michiganensis ssp. michiganensis, Xanthomonas fragariae, Chrysanthemum stunt viroid, 
Tomato spotted wilt virus) out of a total of 226 regulated species. 
 In 2009, 15 different species of harmful organisms were detected at least on one occasion on the 
Belgian territory (new in comparison with 2008: Liriomyza trifolii, Ditylenchus dipsaci, Clavibacter 
michiganensis ssp. sepedonicus, Ralstonia solanacearum, Apple proliferation mycoplasm) out of a 
total of 226 regulated species. 
In 2008, 14 different species of harmful organisms were detected at least on one occasion on the 
Belgian territory (new in comparison with 2007: Anoplophora glabripennis, Puccinia horiana, 
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Chrysanthemum stunt viroid) out of a total of 219 regulated species. 
In 2007, 12 different species of harmful organisms were detected at least on one occasion on the 
Belgian territory out of a total of 220 regulated species. 


