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PHI13: Phytophthora ramorum (Sudden oak death) 
Description: The annual percentage of compliant samples tested for sudden oak death 
(Phytophthora ramorum) within the framework of the FASFC control plan. 
Results: 

Year Number of samples % conformity Limit 
2010 226 91.6 % Not applicable 
2009 244 75.8 % Not applicable 
2008 277 78.3 % Not applicable 
2007 206 81 % Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2009, there was an increase of 20.84 % in 2010. 
Compared to 2008, there was a reduction of 3.19 % in 2009. Compared to 2007, there was a 
reduction of 3.33 % in 2008. 
Interpretation: This indicator measures the presence of sudden oak death within the Belgian plant 
production chain. An increase of this indicator, i.e. an increase in the percentage of compliant 
samples, therefore implies an improvement in the plant health situation in Belgium. 
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary plant production, plant and plant product 
trading (including imports/exports), plant propagation, green spaces and forests. 
Type of plant or plant product: ornamental crops. 
Category: Control. 
Justification for the selection of this indicator: The presence on the Belgian territory of harmful 
quarantine organisms such as sudden oak death can be extremely detrimental, economically 
speaking, to plant and plant product production. It is therefore essential to maintain/improve the plant 
health situation by verifying the absence of this organism. 
Additional information: Phytophthora ramorum is a species of mould that is found in the EU and 
USA (mainly in California), but its origin is still unknown. 
In the EU, P. ramorum has mainly been found in Rhododendron and Viburnum, but was recently 
isolated from Arbutus, Camellia, Hamamelis, Kalmia, Leucothoe, Magnolia, Pieris, Larix and Syringa. 
In particular the infections detected in Larix have become widespread in the United Kingdom. 
In shrubs, the main symptoms are necrosis and/or discolouration of the stems and branches, leaf 
spots, the browning or blackening of the buds and wilting of the stems and shoots. In trees (mainly 
the beech family), the disease is characterised by the development of cankers that are sometimes 
bleeding usually found on the base of trunks in a dark brown to bituminous black colour. The wilting 
then the death of the tree occurs when the cankers girdle the trunk. 
The infection occurs through zoospores, sporangia and chlamydospores. As with other Phytophthora 
diseases, it is common for the disease to be transmitted by plants and infected soils 
Further information relating to sudden oak death is available at the following address: 
http://www.eppo.org/QUARANTINE/Alert_List/fungi/PHYTRA.htm. 
Legal framework:  

1. Council Directive 2000/29/EC of 8/05/2000 on protective measures against the introduction 
into the Community of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread 
within the Community. 

2. Royal decree of 19/11/1987 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products. 
3. Royal decree of 10/08/2005 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products. 
4.  Ministerial decree of 4/07/1996 establishing the conditions under which certain harmful 

organisms, plants, plant products or other objects listed in appendices I to V of the Royal 
Decree of 3/05/1994 on the control of organisms harmful to plants and plant products, may 
be introduced or moved within the Community or certain protected zones thereof for trial or 
scientific purposes or for work on varietal selection. 

5. By Commission decision 2002/757/EC of 19/09/2002 the Member States were provisionally 
required to take emergency phytosanitary measures to prevent the introduction and spread 
within the Community of Phytophthora ramorum Werres, De Cock & Man in ‘t Veld sp. 
November. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
   Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
   Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
   Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
   Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents  
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   Relevancy with respect to the health situation of plant production  
   Clear interpretation 
   Sustainable 
   The body of indicators must be representative of the plant and plant product production chain 
Comments: This indicator actually represents the percentage of companies that are not infected in 
relation to the total number of inspected companies. 
Explanatory notes to the results: In 2010, contamination was found within 8 companies - 
representing an improvement compared with 2009. In public green spaces, 239 sites were subject to 
inspection; no contamination was observed. 
In 2009, the 15 companies in which contamination was found were required to destroy the 
contaminated plants and host plants within a 2 metre radius. The host plants located within a radius 
of 10 metres of the outbreak underwent quarantine measures and a regular review of the presence of 
symptoms over a 3 month period. In public green spaces, 121 sites underwent an inspection; no 
contamination was found. 
In 2008, quarantine measures were imposed on 24 farms in which contamination had been found. In 
public green spaces, a contamination of Rhododendron was identified in 5 different places; 
appropriate control measures were implemented. The number of sites in which a contamination has 
been found has increased in relation to 2007. 
In 2007, in the 19 farms in which contamination was identified, quarantine measures were imposed. 
In public green spaces, Rhododendron plants recently planted and affected were also discovered. 
Appropriate control measures were imposed. No symptoms were reported in the surrounding area. 


