
 

FSI28: Foodborne outbreak 
Description: The number of reported individuals affected by a collective food toxin infection (CFTI), 
per year and per 100.000 inhabitants. 
Results: 
Year Number of individuals 

with a CFTI per 
100.000 inhabitants 

% conformity Limit 

2008 9,37 Not applicable Not applicable 
2007 8,63 Not applicable Not applicable 
2006 9,83 Not applicable Not applicable 
2005 6,07 Not applicable Not applicable 
Calculation of the indicator: Compared to the mean value of 2005, 2006 and 2007 there was an 
increase of 14,57% in 2008 
Interpretation: This indicator serves as a criterion for the occurrence of CFTI’s. A decrease of this 
indicator, namely a decrease of the number of reported CFTI’s, thus also indicates an improvement of 
the overall food safety.   
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Suppliers (feed), primary production, 
transformation, distribution, consumer, import and storage and transport by third parties. 
Matrix: Not applicable 
Category: Public health 
Justification of the choice of the indicator: This indicator measures the food safety for consumers,  
and more in particular the number of CFTI’s. This also means that this indicator represents the most 
direct measurement method for food safety. However, underreporting must be taken into account. On 
the other hand, such underreporting appears to be of a systematic nature and is stable over the 
years.  
This food safety indicator is an indicator for the biological hazard: microbiological. 
Additional information: Food toxico-infection is a generic term for infections or intoxications caused 
by the consumption of contaminated food or water. One speaks of a collective food toxico-infection 
when two or more persons show the same symptoms under the same circumstances, and whereby 
there also exists a (probably) causal relationship with one and the same food source. The incidence 
of  CFTI’s is presumably being underestimated. Among other factors, this has something to do with 
problems relating to establishing the right diagnose, or finding the link between a CFTI and the food 
concerned, or even an inadequate reporting of CFTI outbreaks. FTI’s are not always reported, and 
certainly not when the symptoms are relatively mild. Nevertheless, even milder diseases may prove 
to be of major socio-economical importance (absence from work, ….). 
Legal framework: / 
Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
      Measurable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between the respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity)8 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Relevancy with respect to food safety 
      Crisp and clear interpretation 
      Durable 
      Must clearly reflect the chain approach 
      The body of indicators must be representative of the entire food chain 
Remarks: / 
Explanatory notes to the results:  In 2008, a total of 999 affected individuals were reported, of 
which  34 were hospitalized. In 2008, most of the CFTI’s as well as most of the affected individuals 
were due to the norovirus. In 2007, 913 affected individuals were reported, of which 75 have been 

                                                      
8 Underreporting is inherent to this indicator. However, as said underreporting is systemic in nature 
and constant over the years, this indicator can be deemed reliable for reflecting the evolution of the 
number of salmonellosis infections in humans. 

 



hospitalized. In 2007, norovirus was the most frequent cause for CFTI. In 2006, 1033 affected 
individuals were reported, of which 110 have been hospitalized. In 2006, Salmonella was the most 
frequent cause for CFTI. 
 

 


