
 

 

FSI1: Mandatory notification with regard to food safety 
Description: The number of notifications received by the FASFC for each year. This indicator does 
not relate to the notifications concerning animal diseases, plant diseases or harmful organisms, as 
long as they do not have an impact on food safety. 
Results: 
Year Number of notifications % conformity Limit 
2008 390 Not applicable Not applicable 
2007 357 Not applicable Not applicable 
Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was increase of 9,24% in 2008.  
Interpretation: On one hand, this indicator shows that the self-checking system of the operators is 
functioning, and, on the other hand, also shows that other persons who, in the course of their 
profession,  find out that a product is not conform to food safety prescriptions are highly alert. This 
leads to an improvement of the food safety situation. An increase of the indicator thus also implies 
that the vigilance with respect to food safety has improved.  
Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Suppliers  (non-food, feed), primary production, 
processing, distribution, import, storage and transport by third parties, commercial services and wage 
work. 
Matrix: Foodstuffs and animal feed  
Category: Crisis prevention and crisis management 
Justification for the selection of this indicator:  Based of incidents that occurred in the past, it 
appeared that crisis prevention and crisis management are very important for achieving or 
maintaining a high level of food safety. The obligation to report is a crucial instrument for crisis 
prevention and crisis management.   
Additional information: Each and every operator carrying out activities that fall under the 
competence of the FASFC is required to inform the FASFC of any suspicion or reason to assume that 
a product that was imported, produced, grown, processed, manufactured or distributed by him 
constitutes a potential health hazard for human beings, animals and plants. Each and every 
laboratory, inspection or certification body, and all staff involved in sanitary surveillance of cattle 
farms will also need to promptly inform the FAVV in case they have even the slightest suspicion that a 
product that was put on the market does not meet the food safety prescriptions.  
Legal framework:  

1.  Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European parliament and of the Council of 28 January 
2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety 

2.  Royal Decree of 14 November 2003 on self-checking, mandatory notification, and traceability in 
the food chain. 

3.  Ministerial Decree of 22 January 2004 on the modalities regarding the mandatory notification 
within the food chain.   

Does the indicator meet the set criteria?: 
      Measurable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between the respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Relevancy with respect to food safety 
      Crisp and clear interpretation 
      Durable 
      Must clearly reflect the chain approach 
      The body of indicators must be representative of the entire food chain 
Notes: In 2008, there were 3 notifications that were ‘not registered in BOOD’. These notifications 
have not been included in the indicator.  
Explanatory notes to the results: In 2008, there was a strong increase of the number of dioxin 
related notifications. This rise is almost exclusively due to the dioxin incident in Ireland in December 
2008, as a result of which the Belgian operators who had purchased Irish pork meat were forced to 
inform the FASFC of this incident. Furthermore, there also was a rise in the number of notifications 
related to unauthorized use of herbicides or other similar products. As for mycotoxins, residuals of 
herbicides and unauthorized coloring agents, there was however a drop in the number of 



notifications.  
 




