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AHI 8: Liver damage in pigs 

Description: The percentage of healthy pig livers (not rejected) annually in relation to the number of 
slaughter pigs slaughtered in Belgium.  

Results: 

Year Number of slaughtered 
pigs 

% non-rejected livers Limit 

2010 11.969.764 96,78% Not applicable 

2009 11.678.185 98,44% Not applicable 

2008 11.574.645 98,94% Not applicable 

2007 1.307.211 
3 

99,20% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was a reduction of 0,26% in 2008. Compared 
to 2008, there was a reduction of 0,51% in 2009. Compared to 2009, there was a reduction of 1,69% 
in 2010. 

Interpretation: A widespread parasitic infection leads to liver downgrading. An increase of this 
indicator, i.e. an increase in the number of non-rejected livers therefore indicates an improvement in 
animal health. 

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Processing 

Animal species: Pigs 

Category: Control 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: This indicator constitutes an important 
measurement of the presence of the parasite Ascaris suum in pigs.  

Additional information: Ascaris suum, or roundworm, is a nematode that causes ascariasis in pigs, 
which can also infect humans. This parasite is present worldwide and has a significant economic 
impact. The roundworm eggs have a thick wall and are very resistant to heat, dryness and 
disinfectants. They can survive up to 5 years outside of the pig on rough surfaces. Once the 
roundworm egg has been ingested orally by the pig, the larvae are released around the large 
intestine. They penetrate the intestinal wall, and reach the liver after a few days. The passage of the 
larvae through the liver causes migration damage, which is visible on the surface of the liver, typically 
in the form of white spots. These “white spots” present grounds for refusal at the slaughterhouse. 
Depending on the number of eggs ingested and the immune status of the pig, a relatively large 
number of lesions are visible. Then, the larvae move towards the lungs. Despite the formation of 
lesions, the presence of roundworm larvae in the lung tissue only leads to clinical symptoms in a few 
cases. Adverse effects mainly consist of making the lungs more sensitive to all types of viruses and 
bacteria. 

Legal Framework: 
1. Regulation (EC) n° 854/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 

laying down specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin 
intended for human consumption. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria? : 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 

Comments: / 

Explanatory notes to the results: 
3
 For 2007, only data collected from November onwards was 

recorded. The data prior to this date was not deemed reliable as the FASFC was using another 

database at that time. 

 

 

 


