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AHI 6: The reporting of bovine abortions 

Description: The percentage of bovine abortions examined annually in relation to the total number of 
female bovine animals aged over 24 months. 

Results: 

Year Number of females 
over 24 months 

% of abortion 
examinations of female 
bovines aged over 24 

months 

Limit 

2010 1.442.392 0,46% Not applicable 

2009 1.437.834 0,24% Not applicable 

2008 1.437.991 0,29% Not applicable 

2007 1.432.543 0,27% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was an increase of 7,41% in 2008. In 2009, a 
decrease of 17,24% was recorded compared to 2008. Compared to 2009, there was an increase of 
91,67% in 2010. 

Interpretation: Bovine abortions may be as a result of various diseases such as brucellosis, 
neosporosis, BVD (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea), Q fever, etc. This indicator constitutes a surveillance 
measure of bovine animal health. An increase of this indicator, i.e. the percentage of examinations, 
indicates greater awareness of the abortion issue and the requirement for post-abortion examination. 
Assuming that abortions are examined better following the introduction of the abortion protocol (end of 
2009), an increase in abortions demonstrates a favourable development in the surveillance of bovine 
animal health (it is a preventative measure). 

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary animal production 

Animal species: Bovines 

Category: Control. 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: Bovine abortions may be as a result of various 
diseases such as brucellosis, neosporosis, BVD (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea), Q fever. The examination of 
these abortions constitutes an important element in the surveillance of animal health. 

Additional information: Once an abortion has been reported, an analysis of the mother’s serum is 
carried out, as well as an analysis of the foetus and the afterbirth. These analyses are aimed at 
detecting brucellosis, leucosis, leptospirosis, Q fever, neosporosis, IBR (Infectious Bovine 
Rhinotracheitis), bluetongue, BVD (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea), Listeria monocytogenes, Aspergillus 
fumigatus and Salmonella spp. There are other causes for abortion, such as metabolic disruption and 
genetic abnormalities that cannot be verified through these examinations.   

Legal framework:  
1. Royal decree of 6 December 1978 concerning the prevention of bovine brucellosis.  

Does the indicator meet the set criteria? : 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 

Comments: / 

Explanatory notes to the results: In 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 respectively 3.926, 4.184, 3.504 
and 6.654 analyses were carried out. Since the start of winter 2009-2010 (November 2010) screening, 
an abortion analysis promotion policy has been pursued. Consequently, it is difficult to compare the 
results of 2009 with those of 2010.  

 

 

 

 


