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AHI 5: Animal welfare inspections 

Description: The percentage of inspections regarding animal welfare that received a favourable 
evaluation or favourable with remarks. These inspections were conducted at agricultural holdings 
(including pig, calf and poultry farms), during the transport of slaughter animals to the slaughterhouse. 

Results: 

Year Number of inspections 
concerning animal 

welfare 

% OK and OK with 
remarks 

Limit 

2010 10.744 97,16% Not applicable 

2009 9.869 97,10% Not applicable 

2008 8.788 98,14% Not applicable 

2007 7.480 98,30% Not applicable 

Calculation of the indicator: Compared to 2007, there was a reduction of 0,16% in 2008.  
Compared to 2008, there was a reduction of 1,06% in 2009. Compared to 2009, there was an 
increase of 0,06% in 2010. 

Interpretation: This indicator measures the extent to which the operators have met the legal 
requirements concerning animal welfare. An increase of this indicator, i.e. the percentage of 
favourable inspections (including those deemed favourable with remarks) indicates a better 
compliance with the directives on animal welfare and as a consequence an indirect improvement of 
animal health.  

Part of the chain to which the indicator applies: Primary animal production (including the 
slaughterhouse) 

Animal species: Bovines, sheep, goats, calves, pigs, poultry, rabbits, horses, ratites, deer, farmed 
game 

Category: Control. 

Justification for the selection of this indicator: Animal welfare is a basic condition for maintaining 
or improving animal health. 

Additional information: Except in cases of force majeure, any act that causes the unnecessary 
death of animals or that causes animals to unnecessarily suffer mutilation, injury or pain is prohibited. 
This solely concerns the controls carried out by the FASFC. 

Legal framework: 
1. Law of 14 August 1986 concerning the protection and welfare of animals. 
2. Royal decree of 01/03/2000 on the protection of animals kept for farming purposes. 
3. Royal Decree of 17/05/2001 on the permitted interventions on vertebrate animals for the 

utilitarian use of animals or to limit reproduction of the species. 
4. Royal Decree of 16/01/1998 on the protection of animals at the time of slaughtering or killing. 
5. Royal Decree of 11/02/1988 on certain kinds of slaughter according to a religious rite. 
6. Royal decree of 23/01/1998 on the protection of calves kept for farming purposes. 
7. Royal decree of 15/05/2003 on the protection of pigs kept for farming purposes. 
8. Regulation (EC) n° 1/2005 of the Council of 22/12/2004 on the protection of animals during 

transport and related operations and amending directives 64/432/EEC and 93/119/EC and 
regulation (EC) n° 1255/97. 

9. Royal Decree of 09/07/1999 on the protection of animals during transport, transporter 
registration conditions and the approval of traders, staging points and assembly centres. 

10.  Royal decree of 17/10/2005 laying down minimum standards for the protection of laying 
hens. 

11.  Regulation (EC) n° 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 
laying down specific hygiene rules for products of animal origin. 

8.  Royal decree of 25/04/1994 implementing article 35, 10°, of the law of 14 August 1986 on 
the protection and welfare of animals. 

Does the indicator meet the set criteria? : 
      Measureable (availability of quantitative data) 
      Independent (no overlap between respective indicators) 
      Reliable (bias sensitivity) 
      Availability of information contained in existing reports or documents 
      Representative for animal health 
      Representative of the food chain   
      Clear wording 
      Sustainable 
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Notes: The result of an inspection is determined on the basis of a checklist, whereby a fixed appraisal 
is given, in the form of a points score, for each item to be controlled and in accordance with its 
importance. As for the results of an inspection, there are 3 possibilities: either favourable, favourable 
subject to remarks or unfavourable. The latter will result in taking further measures or in the drawing 
up of a report. 

Explanatory notes to the results: It is difficult to compare the results of 2008 with those of 2007, as 
the FASFC has been implementing a new evaluation system since September 2007. This system is 
based on the use of a checklist, by which a fixed appraisal is made, in the form of a points score, for 
each item to be controlled and in accordance with its importance. This new evaluation method is 
more stringent. Moreover, these controls are focused on establishments for which non-conformities 
had already been reported (systematic re-inspection). 
In 2010, 10.744 inspections at 5.744 operators were carried out. In 2009, 9.869 inspections at 4.964 
operators were carried out. In 2008, 8.788 inspections at 3.753 operators were carried out. In 2007, 
7.480 inspections at 2.934 operators were carried out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


